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"Night workers' right to health—isn't that because of Coupang?...Overtime pay premiums

must be raised further"

Targeting Coupang's data leak: "They're blatantly violating regulations too. The
CEO must face punishment and bear the economic burden"
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On the 11th, a live broadcast screen showing President Lee Jae-myung's opening remarks during his first agency-specific work report (Ministry of
Economy and Finance/National Data Service) since taking office is displayed at Seoul Station. Presidential Spokesperson Kang Yu-jeong stated, "This is
the first time agency work reports are being live-streamed. It's a measure to share the national governance philosophy of the people-centered government
with the public and enhance transparency in the policy implementation process.” 2025.12.11/News1 © Newsl Reporter Ahn Eun-na

(SEOUL=Newsl) Reporters Han Jae-jun, Kim Ji-hyun, Kim Seung-jun = President Lee Jae-myung
directly targeted Coupang during a ministry briefing held in Sejong on the 11th. He pointed out the
issue of overwork among Coupang delivery workers and stated that economic sanctions should be
imposed over personal information leaks.

https://www.news1.kr/politics/president/6005974
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During the briefing by ministries including the Ministry of Economy and Finance and the Ministry of
Employment and Labor at the Sejong Convention Center that day, President Lee mentioned the issue
of death from overwork, saying, "The health rights of night workers. Isn't this actually because of
Coupang?"

President Lee added, "There's a 50% premium for work between 10 PM and 6 AM, but this is too harsh.
Isn't it because of late-night labor that so many die? There are even calls to ban it." He continued,

“I'm not sure about Coupang's employment structure, but since it's a new form of labor, new
regulatory techniques seem necessary."

He then proposed, "(For the premium pay regulation), since working from midnight to 4 am. is even
harder, maybe we should raise the premium rate further." Regarding the fact that Coupang delivery
workers are classified as self-employed individuals, he said, "When operating as self-employed individuals,
aren't they exempt from labor law regulations?" He concluded, "I think we should find feasible methods
and create practical solutions starting with areas where there is less resistance.”

President Lee stated regarding the recognition of industrial accidents, "It may be a personal judgment,
but my sister died in the bathroom at dawn while working. We applied for workers' compensation, but they
denied it, so we sued and lost." He added, "From the victim's perspective, it's cruel. She died at the
workplace; it's hard to find another reason for her death."

Furthermore, the President pointed out that the comprehensive wage system is being misused as a
means of exploitation. When Minister of Employment and Labor Kim Young-hoon stated, "It would be
best to ban the comprehensive wage system,” the President responded, "A ban isn't realistic. Please
establish detailed criteria for permissible cases. If amending the law is difficult, create guidelines
through the Ministry of Labor or enact legislation to prevent powerless young workers from being
exploited."

President Lee also addressed the Coupang personal information leak incident that day.

President Lee stated, "In the economic sphere, even when we punish violations of the law for profit, it's
not the CEO who gets punished but the operational manager. Yet investigations and trials take five to
six years, exhausting enormous national resources, and in reality, it has no deterrent effect whatsoever."
He added, "This is where economic sanctions should be applied.”

He then targeted Coupang, where a personal data leak occurred, saying, "What's this about Coupang? They're
blatantly violating the law too. Those people won't fear punishment at all."

He emphasized, "Only by imposing a reasonable economic burden will they learn to judge what
constitutes economic loss and what constitutes profit.”
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