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National Assembly files charges against 7 individuals including Coupang's Kim

Beom-seok and Rogers for failure to appear and perjury | JoongAng llbo
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Economy: General Economy Coupang Customer Data Leak

National Assembly Files Charges Against 7 Individuals Including Coupang's Kim Beom-seok and Rogers for Failure to
Appear and Perjury

JoongAng llbo Updated 2025.12.31 07:47

Reporter Choi @

Coupang reiterated on the 31st that its findings regarding the recent personal information leak stem from cooperation with the National Intelligence Service (NIS).
Although the NIS requested a complaint for perjury the previous day, calling the claims "blatant falsehoods," the situation is now escalating into a battle over truth.

Harold Rogers, interim CEO of Coupang Korea, answers questions from committee members during a hearing held by the National Assembly's Science, ICT, Broadcasting,
and Communications Committee on the 31st. The hearing aimed to investigate Coupang's security breaches, personal data leaks, unfair trade practices, and labor
conditions, and to establish measures to prevent recurrence. Yonhap News Agency

At the second day of the joint parliamentary hearing on the Coupang incident held at the National Assembly that day, Lee Jae-geol, Coupang's Vice President of Legal
Affairs, stated, "The National Intelligence Service first sent an official letter on December 2nd. The NIS stated that since it was a matter concerning national security, they
were making the request, and Coupang had a legal obligation to comply.” When asked how many NIS officials he met, he replied, "Three." He emphasized, "In early
December, they requested that we 'now send a text message to the suspect.' They provided detailed instructions on both the method of contact and the exact message to
send."

He went on to claim, "| learned the laptop had fallen into the water from the suspect's explanation and immediately shared this with the National Intelligence Service. |
was hesitating because | didn't know whether entering the river arbitrarily in China was legal or illegal, but the NIS strongly insisted, 'You must attempt to retrieve it by
entering the river."

ICIeTZ253943U6


https://www.joongang.co.kr/article/25394306
https://www.joongang.co.kr/money
https://www.joongang.co.kr/money/general
https://www.joongang.co.kr/issue/11841
https://www.joongang.co.kr/reporter/1727
https://www.joongang.co.kr/

1/20/26, 8:14 PM

The JoongAng

National Assembly files charges against 7 individuals including Coupang's Kim

However, regarding whether the NIS explicitly ordered forensic analysis, he stated, "I understood it as permission to proceed on our own initiative," and answered, "The
report was created independently."

Choi Min-hee, Chairperson of the National Assembly's Science, ICT, Broadcasting, and Communications Committee, stated after the hearing concluded that day, "We have
decided to file charges against witnesses who failed to appear at the committee meeting despite a summons or who appear to have committed perjury during
questioning." The subjects of the complaint include seven individuals: Rogers, the interim representative; Kim Beom-seok, Chairman of Coupang Inc.; Kim Yu-seok, Vice
President of Coupang and brother of Chairman Kim; former Coupang Korea CEOs Kang Han-seung and Park Dae-jun; Cho Yong-woo, Coupang Vice President in charge of
the National Assembly and political parties; and Yoon Hye-young, Coupang Audit Committee member.

Intense pressure continued to mount on Coupang that day. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Science and ICT Bae Kyung-hoon stated, "I hope we can focus on the core of the
issue," adding, "We have confirmed that Coupang's negligence led to the deletion of five months' worth of access log data from their website." He further declared, "We will
conduct a comprehensive investigation and inquiry, and any issues found will be dealt with severely to serve as a deterrent.”

Chairman Joo Byung-ki of the Fair Trade Commission responded to the question, "Shouldn't Coupang's operations be suspended?" by stating, "We will determine what
information was leaked, what damages are expected, and whether Coupang can appropriately take measures to recover from the damages. If necessary, we can impose
sanctions up to suspending operations.” Acting National Police Agency Commissioner Yoo Jae-sung also stated, "Regarding the travel ban (on Rogers' interim CEQ), if a
complaint is filed in the National Assembly, we will actively review it while swiftly conducting an investigation.”

Deputy Prime Minister Bae pointed out regarding Coupang's compensation plan announced on the 29th, the day before the hearing, "On the 25th, the day the
government-wide task force (TF) was launched, they announced (Coupang's 'self-investigation' results) that only about 3,000 items had been leaked, and then announced the
compensation plan right before the hearing. | think this is highly deliberate.”
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The battle over the so-called 'self-investigation' was also fierce. Harold Rogers, interim CEO of Coupang Korea, countered, "This investigation is a successful case of
cooperation between a private company and a government agency. Why aren't you talking about the fact that this joint effort succeeded?”

In response to this claim, Vice Premier Bae stated, "Cooperating with the investigation is the top priority. The joint public-private investigation team requested over 160
pieces of data, but only about 50 have been submitted so far, and crucial information remains unavailable.”

Clashes continued over the attitude of interim leader Rogers, following the previous day. When Democratic Party lawmaker Jeong Il-young demanded, "Give us the
materials requested yesterday," Rogers replied, "I couldn't prepare the materials because | was attending the hearing," leading to raised voices. Rep. Jeong pointed out,
"The hearing ended at 9 PM yesterday. What are you talking about?" Interim Representative Rogers retorted, "Do you think this is funny?" continuing his protest. Rep.
Jeong then raised his voice, saying, "Stop it."

Meanwhile, Coupang disclosed the results of its self-investigation to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) on the 30th (local time), while the hearing was
underway. Key points included: "Access was gained to 33 million customer accounts, but the perpetrator only stored limited data from approximately 3,000 accounts," and
"This data was deleted without being shared with any third parties." A source familiar with Coupang's situation stated, "The disclosure of information not agreed upon with
the Korean government appears intended to avoid a U.S. class action lawsuit stemming from the stock price decline and delayed disclosure."

By Choi Hyun-joo and Noh Yu-rim chj80@joongang.co.kr
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Why is a 'truth battle' erupting over the Coupang personal data leak? Why is
the government taking such a hardline stance against Coupang's response?
What are the respective positions of Coupang, the government, and the National Assembly regarding this incident?

What are the key issues revealed through this hearing, and what actions are expected moving forward?
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